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	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – 
	Outdoor Play Area
	

	SETTING: Garden & grass land
	LOCATION:
	Stradsett 

	DATE:	02 January 20??
	TIME:
	??


LEADER:	Partner	STAFF INVOLVED: Checked by team members
GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT. 
PROMPT / HAZARD
RISK
WHO
CONTROL MEASURE
Checklist
A = Annual
M = Monthly
Security (Intruders / children leaving unsupervised)
Perimeter Fence – breaches
Children / Parents / Users / Staff
Check perimeter fencing is sound


Gates – trapped fingers/toes, escape / intruders

Recommend adults to open/close gates Check gates are in working order



Unauthorised access through border fencing

Ensure clear notices displayed

Building and Access
Structures are safe - 
Children and Adults
Structures are sound



Accessibility for wheelchair/crutch users and those using other physical aides

Safe thoroughfare for accessibility through the wide gates 
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	PROMPT /
	RISK
	WHO
	CONTROL MEASURE
	Checklist

	HAZARD
	
	
	
	A = Annual
M = Monthly

	Safeguarding
	Centre protocols, policies and procedures being breached
	Children / Parents / Users / Staff
	Visitor protocol in place Policies and procedures available at all times to users and parents Staff knowledgeable of policies and procedures
	




	Evacuation
	Fire, Flood, Gas escape etc
	Children / Parents / Users / Staff
	Evacuation Risk Assessment updated annually
All parents/users of the Foldgate are responsible for alerting staff to any personal needs they or their children may have that could affect quick but safe evacuation
	

	Weather
	Rain / Hail – injury from slips trips and falls, chafing from wet clothes, injury from heavy or large hail
	Children and Adults
	First Aid Kit and member of staff to be available at all opening times. 
Staff to be vigilant at all times.
 Areas of shelter provided during opening hours
Reduce area of play if necessary 
	

	
	Frost/Ice/Snow/Cold – Slips trips and
	
	Staff to be vigilant at all times – mindful of icicles
	

	
	falls, Chilblains, Ingestion of snow
	
	Gritting and/or snow removal from pathways 

	



	Weather
	Sun/Heat – Heatstroke/sunstroke, sunburn, sun damage, dehydration
	Children and Adults
	First Aid Kit and member of staff to be available during opening times. 
	

	
	Wind – injury from falling/flying debris, slips, trips and falls, irritation to eyes/ears
	
	Fences etc checked on an on-going basis Areas to be swept regularly.
Outdoor play to end if debris or severity of wind causes risk
	

	Environment
	Uneven ground – slips, trips and falls
	Children and Adults
	First Aid Kit and member of staff to be available during opening times 
	



	
	Sharps, needles drug paraphernalia
	
	Call the local authority to remove harmful items (no needles or other substance misuse equipment to be approached)
Area to be closed off until the local authority has attended and removed items
	

	
	Debris, litter, foreign objects
	
	Remove if safe to do so Dispose of safely
	

	
	Animal Faeces - infections
	
	Check area for any faeces and clear away using appropriate protective clothing
	



	Environment
	Digging Area – Infection, cuts scrapes and bruises, standing water in cover
	Children and adults
	Staff to be vigilant at all times - Reduce area of play if necessary 
Staff to ensure that there is no standing water collecting in the cover of the digging area.
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Trees, tree supports, bushes, flowers and other plants
	
	Staff to be vigilant at all times
Supports secure with no loose screws, nails or splinters Only ‘safe’ plants in the area
Weeds and thistles to be removed from general areas (wild area permitting)
Plants and trees to be pruned and maintained
	



	Equipment
	Benches - falling injury scrapes, bruises, grazes and cuts
	Children & Adults
	Staff to be vigilant at all times
Seats are secure with no loose screws, nails or splinters
	D

	
	Gardening
	
	Adults equipment stored safely in separate area
	

	
	Natural Resources-eye injury, cuts, scrapes,
	
	Resources are age appropriate
	

	
	bruises and grazes , trips, slips and falls risk
	
	Staff vigilant at all times. 
	

	
	of choking.
	
	
	

	
	Play resources – eye injury, cuts, scrapes, bruises and grazes , trips, slips and falls risk
of choking, insertion into children’s orifices
	
	Staff vigilant at all times 

	



ON-GOING (Dynamic) RISK ASSESSMENT. Remember to assess the risks during year, many factors can change. Have an alternative activity (plan B) available and risk assessed in case it is needed (see above). Do not hesitate to alter or abandon the activity if the risks on the day become unacceptable.


RISK V’s BENEFIT: How have you considered that the benefits of the activities are not outweighed by the risk or the control measures put into place? (highlight the items above that this relates to)
Outdoor play in all weathers – display in entrance to inform users of the benefits of play in all weathers i.e. science, sensory experience etc.
EMERGENCY PLANNING. What are your arrangements for dealing with an accident or serious incident? Are there enough staff etc to ensure that the procedures can be followed whilst keeping everyone safe?
Centre Reporting Systems and through policies and procedures in place

SHARING RISK ASSESSMENT INFORMATION. How have you shared this risk assessment information with staff and any others involved?

Team meeting on 2nd January – all staff attended – see minutes.
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